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Dispelling  the  Darkness 
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Mixteco's  isolated  world 
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Bengali  Hindus:  Searching  for  deliverer 


CALCUTTA,  India  (BP)  — 

\\  1 1 1  n ; : '  (  ,nv\  .uui  \ L 't h i 1  r 

B-rv-jd  lived  m  \ei\  ditteivnt  'Vl*/  "  "  d  "  j.  *]£&  '  t  *  ‘  **  & 

eras  V\  hat  the\  shatvri  -  whit  '  f  fd  <’  .  **  ~  Ip/  ‘  [  ,  (  /  / 

Lett'  to  B 

was  a  divp  Burden  ot  low  lor  B  u  *  4  *’  c|  IL 

the  Bengali  people  amonp  r  t  -  ”  •  ■•  _*•;  m 

w  hi  >ni  the\  lived  and  died  *  $£%&.  '4?/  ,  ’>>  jp 

C  are\,  tin.  father  ot  modern  J|||  ^  e  *^*“\*V  '*■#  <*  *  ‘‘'c^lP 

n-osioio  litter)  the  iphf  ot  \  1  1  1  f  f'  *  ‘  *  *§S 

M\ul  fo  .  ill  wontless  w  a \  s  &  .  , .* ' ‘ t  •’  *  *  i  ,  0 

amonp  the  Bengalis:  ey-ange-  '  ~Jk  J  h'  fl 

lism,  Bible  translation,  eduea-  {hm  ”  *■  '  /  *;  "  ’  ,  p; 

tion ,  si  niii !  servue,  detendmp  **  «  d  If  t  •  ,,  ,  *  .*  ,  Mdjl 

Mothei  leresj.  pn>hald\  do  |  ,  .  ,  *•”(  'Sfr'fcflT,  ,»•*  1  1  r-  > 

late  P. 1  Pi’  e"' s  ,ei,o  Mil),  >  s  *'*’!  1  .  Jfcjfe  *  ’  ■  /  V 

m  issh  >1  la  r\  lesetied  the  si,  k  ^XM  "  1  *  *  *  ,  'wSU 

orphaned  and  dwn:  troin  tin  ,JfS  «%MS!yh»  ’  &  '  •  '  ‘ 

streets  of  Calcutta.  /,  /  *  /,/  \j,  //ijlj! 

Main  Ben '.pills  n.en.ed  ^  *  *  >'•*••  .  *  <  •  *J>  S'| 

then  |ave  and  retuoien  it  But  *#S?  <  *  *  ,  ’$  $%\ 

despite  then  heron  legau  ies  *|j§j|g^  *  ”*  ‘  ‘  *  1  ’  wff( 

and  the  1  ihi  it's  ,  it  mam  others.  d'i<  *.  „  C,  V  '  ..  *'  '  f  ‘ 

the  light  ot  Christ  remains  a  J  ,4‘/'  *Kt  *£,'***■■' it 

fragile  candle  among  today's 

Bengali  Hindus.  IDOL  WORSHIP  —  On  a  Calcutta  side  street,  an  ^p»entigeJash- 

Tne  Indian  state  of  West  ions  a  plaster-and-straw  statue  for  Divali,  the  Hindu  festival  of  lights.  IPs 
Bengal  is  home  to  most  of  the  68  a  year-round  occupation  for  vvorkers  in  the  neighborhood.  (BP  photo) 

million  Bengali  Hindus  in  India  - — - 

(another  11  million  live  next-  end  at  the  banks  of  the  river  Bangladesh,  an  oppressed 

door  in  predominately  Muslim  Hugli,  branch  of  holy  Ganges,  minority  in  a  Muslim  society, 

Bangladesh).  They  comprise  where  goddess  idols,  flowers,  have  shown  increasing  open- 

one  of  the  world's  largest  eth-  and  the  bodies  of  departed  ness  to  the  Gospel, 

nolinguistic  people  groups.  loved  ones  all  float  out  to  their  •  Hundreds  of  prayer 

Yet  fewer  than  400,000  pro-  final  resting  place.  groups  lift  Calcutta  before 

fessing  Christians  live  among  Two  centuries  after  Carey  Cod's  throne  in  fervent,  specif- 
them.  Born-again  evangelical  began  his  ground  breaking  mis-  ■  ic  prayer.  New  ministries  have 

believers  may  number  as  few  as  sionary  work  in  Bengal,  "offi-  been  launched;  new  churches 

10,000.  Reacning  all  of  Hindu  cial"  Christianity  totals  less  have  been  planted. 

Bengal  with  the  Gospel  seems  than  .5%  of  the  population.  •  Several  Calcutta  Christian 

an  impossible  task.  Church  growth,  says  an  leaders  report  Gospel  advances 

For  centuries,  Bengali  Hindus  observer,  is  "marred  by  divi-  among  middle-  ana  upper-caste 


•  Works  of  power  —  heal¬ 
ings,  miracles  —  are  occurring 
with  increasing  frequency  in 
some  villages  wnere  tne  Gospel 
is  spreadmg,  says  a  Bengali 
Baptist  leader. 

•  Younger  Christians  are 
showing  greater  boldness  and 
love  in  sharing  Christ  with  oth¬ 
ers.  Younger  Hindus  are 
embracing  rum  —  and  passing 
the  light  on  to  others. 

"I  want  to  be  the  light  in  their 
lives,"  says  one  new  believer  in 
Calcutta,  'but  I'm  asking  God 
to  prepare  me  to  be  the  light.  I 
don't  want  to  be  like  Christians 
who  reach  a  certain  point,  then 
step  down.  I'm  ready  to  sacri¬ 
fice  each  and  every  thing  for  the 
cross,  whatever  it  takes. 

A  Nobel  Prize-winning 
Bengali  Hindu  poet  wrote 
hopefully  to  a  "new  deliverer": 
"Today  we  search  for  your 
unwritten  name.  You  seem  to 
be  just  off  the  stage.  Like  an 
imminent  star  of  morning." 

The  ancient  Hindu  epic 
Bhagavad  Gita  speaks  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  one  god, 
Bhagavan,  the  very  personifica¬ 
tion  of  compassion  and  justice. 

"Nevertheless,  this  Bhagavan 
has  never  been  worshipped,  nor 
has  he  even  been  an  object  of  reg¬ 
ular  prayer,"  observes  a  scholar 
of  Hinduism.  "Tb  the  Hindus 
this  Unknown  God  was  fullv 
known,  but  never  worshipped/' 

Are  the  Bengali  Hindus  worth 
it?  William  Carey  thought  so.  So 
did  Mother  Teresa.  % — v 

"We  think  so,  too,"  a 
Christian  worker  said.  MV 


The  legacy  of  the  Heavenly  Book  Visitor 

''THAT'S  A  CHURCH 
BUSINESS  WESTING  CALLED 

to  peope  on  the  fats 

OF  UNBeuB/BRS ! 


Charlotte  Diggs  Moon  was  bom  into  the  villages  around  Tengchow, 
rarified  Virginia  aristocracy  at  her  fam-  and  opposition  to  her  work 
ily's  Albermarle  estate  on  Dec.  17, 1840.  eventually  faded. 

She  died  a  pauper's  death  72  years  later.  Then  one  day  as  she 
thousands  of  miles  from  home  and  a  life-  moved  among  tne  people 
time  away  from  her  privileged  early  life.  with  Bible  in  hand,  she 
Those  are  the  cola,  textbook  facts.  We  all  heard  someone  refer  to  her 
have  a  beginning  and  an  ending  on  this  as,  "The  Heavenly  Book 
earth,  but  it's  what  we  do  in  between  that  Visitor."  The  name  stuck 
counts  for  eternity.  with  the  villagers. 

"Lottie,"  as  she  came  to  be  called,  even-  In  Lottie's  day,  China  suf- 
tually  understood  that  fact.  fered  almost  constant  inter- 

Although  she  was  raised  with  cultural  nal  political  and  military  tur- 
and  educational  advantages  far  above  the  moil,  with  outside  powers 

■  standards  of  the  day,  Lottie  Moon  also  attempting  to  exert  their 
was  a  disaffected  student  and  influence, 
scornful  of  religion.  Still,  Lottie  fervently  con- 

.  A  bright  _  iHftHMM 

mischief  and  pranks,  it  appeared 
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it  young  woman  given  to  tinued  her  work.  _  «sP> 

1  Civil  strife  at  one  point  — 
she  was  headeci  for  a  life  oTcasual  prompted  the  American  con- 
dissipation.  sul  to  gather  U.S.  citizens  to 

AD  that  changed  in  1858,  howev-  the  city  of  Chefoo  for  protec- 
er,  when  God  moved  in  her  life  and  tion,  but  Lottie  refused  to 
she  accepted  Christ  as  Lord  and  leave  her  beloved  people  in 
Savior  while  attending  First  Tengchow.  vJTp 

Church,  CharlottesviUe,  Va.  Tne  Russo-Japanese  War 

God  moved  again  in  her  life  in  of  1904-05,  fought  over  con- 
1873,  when  she  requested  and  trol  of  the  Chinese  province 
against  all  odds  received  her  mis-  of  Manchuria  ana  other 
sionary  appointment  from  the  parts  of  the  China,  ignited  a  _____  ^  IB 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  famine  that  soon  spread 
Board  (FMB)  —  one  of  the  first  sin-  through  the  countryside  and 
ele  women  chosen  for  Southern  foreshadowed  fateful  events 
missionaiy  service.  to  come  in  Lottie's  life.  ■^*B***® 

ie  set  sail  for  China  in  September  of  Lottie  begged  the  FMB  for  money  to 
that  year  and  by  December  had  settled  in  buy  food  for  the  starving  Chinese,  but 
the  northern  town  of  Tengchow,  where  she  the  board  was  in  debt  and  had  no  money 
Uved  for  the  next  40  years.  to  send. 

She  devoted  herself  to  evangelistic  work  Desperate  to  help  the  people  around 
among  the  women  and  children  of  the  sur-  whom  God  had  called  her  to  build  her  life 
rounding  area,  telling  all  who  would  listen  and  ministry,  Lottie  withdrew  her  personal 
about  the  "true  God,"  giving  away  books,  savings  ana  used  it  to  feed  the  hungry, 
and  teaching  those  who  couldn't  read.  When  that  money  ran  out,  she  used  vir- 

Lottie  was  rejected  many  times  and  tually  all  her  meager  salary  to  buy  food  for 
earned  the  nickname  of  "Devil  Old  others  —  often  failing  to  retain  enough  for 
Woman,"  but  her  persistence  never  faded.  herself.  She  collapsea  five  days  before  her 
She  wrote  to  her  friends  in  the  United  seventy-second  birthday,  her  health  broken 
States,  "I  wish  I  had  a  thousand  lives  to  that  and  her  fraB,  4'10"  frame  nearly  decimated. 
I  might  give  them  to  the  women  of  China!"  Years  of  personal  sacrifice  had  taken  it  toU. 
Lottie's  love  for  the  Bible  and  for  the  Lottie  died  of  starvation  on  Christmas 
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resus  made  the  contrast  clear. 
There  is  no  equivocation  in 


darkness  of  secular  humanism. 
And  the  ultimate  embodiment 
of  darkness  still  captures  the 
minds  of  millions  as  20th  centu¬ 
ry  communism,  with  its  atheis¬ 
tic  ideology,  denies  that  the 
Light  even  exists. 

How  can  the  darkness  be 
dispelled?  The  answer  is  found 
in  a  hymn  not  often  sung  these 
days,  "We've  a  Story  to  Tell." 
That's  it!  A  simple  story,  the 
story  of  the  Gospel,  a  story  of 
overwhelms  Latin  America  as  truth  and  mercy,  a  story  of 
empty  religious  ritual  sue-  peace  and  light! 
cumbs  to  the  syncretism  of  Within  the  message  of  that 
spiritists  casting  demonic  stoiy  is  the  power  to  dispel  the 
speUs.  darkness,  and  because  that 

■  Continuing  stoiy  is  being  told,  the  darkness 
devotion  to  shall  turn  to  dawning,  and  the 
millions  of  dawning  to  noonday  Dright. 
Hindu  deities.  The  darkness  is  turning  to 
the  garlanded  dawning  among  unreacned 
Buddhist  people  groups  who  are  hearing 
images  in  Asia,  the  gospel  tor  the  first  time, 
and  ancestral  The  darkness  of  communism 
kltars  in  cannot  repel  the  power  of  the 

[Chinese  homes  Light  as  Jesus  is  lifted  up 
attests  to  dark-  among  the  peoples  of  China 
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distinguishing  the  truth  found  in 
him  alone  from  that  claimed  by 
all  other  religious  and  cultural 
traditions.  He  could  not  have 
affirmed  it  more  strongly  as  his 
argument  with  the  Pharisees 
reached  a  peak  of  confrontation. 

"Then  Jesus  spoke  to  them 
again,  saying,  I  am  the  light  of 
the  world.  He  who  foUows  Me 
shall  not  walk  in  darkness,  but 
have  the  light  of  life"  (John 
8:12,  NKJV). 

He  put  the  global,  eternal 
purpose  of  his  mission  to 
redeem  a  lost  world  into  per¬ 
spective  when  he  quoted  the 
prophet  Isaiah:  "Tne  people 
who  sat  in  darkness  have  seen  a 
great  light.  And  upon  those 
who  sat  m  Die  region  and  shad¬ 
ow  of  death  Light  has  dawned"  Africa^  pock-, 
(Matt.  4:16,  NKjV).  ets  of  dark- 

That  Ught  began  its  ness  remain 
unquenchable  iUumination  where  fetish-; 
when  the  dawning  of  Die  resur-  es  and  witch 
rection  morning  overpowered  doctors  hold 
the  darkness  that  had  enveloped 
Die  cross.  As  Paul  spread  the 
Gospel  from  Jerusalem  as  far  as 
Illyricum  and  to  the  regions 
beyond,  he  fulfilled  God's  call¬ 
ing  "as  a  light  to  the  Gentiles" 

(Acts  13:47,  NKJV). 


Darkness  turns 
to  dawning 

By  Jerry  Rankin ,  president 
International  Mission  Board 
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Refugees  living  in  need  of  Gospel  message 

LONDON  (BP)  —  Black  they  related  to  internationals  in  a  relationship,  and  asked  other  Isa's  gentle  sharing  and  believ- 
darkness  reigned  in  the  back  of  the  U.S.  followers  to  pray  for  Sum.  ers'  earnest  prayers,  his  wife 

the  18-wheeler.  Hidden  for  four  Early  in  marriage  they  simpli-  "Finally  one  day,  in  tears,  followed  Jesus, 

days  behind  boxes,  they  rode  fied  their  lifestyle  to  serve  God  Sum  admitted  her  sin  and  "Prayer  got  this  couple  and 
through  Europe  and  aaoss  the  in  die  Philippines,  Kazakhstan,  asked  Jesus  to  forgive  her,  giv-  their  tnree  children  through 
English  Channel,  eating  and  and  Turkmenistan.  Now  they  ing  her  life  to  Jesus,"  recalls  five  more  years  of  rejection  and 
drinking  very  little,  since  there  share  Christ  in  London  with  Barnabas.  "The  believers  did  persecution  by  family  mem- 
were  no  toilets.  people  from  countries  with  little  not  stop  praying  for  her,  how-  oers,  the  loss  of  their  home. 

They  are  the  most  recent  or  no  access  to  the  Gospel.  ever,  because  Satan  began  to  financial  difficulty,  and  the 


BAPTISTS 


began  beating  a  house  group  Bible  study  tor 
her.  members  of  their  own  people 

"In  spite  of  group  in  London,"  he  says, 
this.  Sum  is  now.  The  Guidrys  provide  classes 
after  six  years,  for  Christians  in  cross-cultural 
studying  in  a  communication  and  outreach, 
small  Bible  Workshops  for  immigrants 
school  for  people  help  parents  and  their  children 
involved  in  mul-  handle  cultural  conflicts, 
tiethnic  min-  Additionally,  providing  help 
istry,"  Barnabas  with  English  skills,,  housing 
reports.  "She  has  problems,  government  forms, 
a  burden  to  reach  doctors'  visits,  and  sewing  all 
other  Hindus  serve  to  radiate  Christ's  light, 
with  the  gdspel 
and  is  now  coop- 

erating  with  sev-  _ 

eral  other  Hindu 
men  and  women 
who  are  leaders 
the  small 
believing  com- 
munity.' 

Isa  (not  his 

real  name)  is  a  The  Guidrys  cite  spontaneous 
salesman  for  a  prayer  for  others  as  important  to 
multinational  their  "ministry  of  encourage- 
office  machines  ment  for  other  believers  and 
ampany.  He  workers." 

In  one  borough,  there  are  now 
62  out  of  187  churches  involved 
on  some  level  with  a  local  prayer 
movement. 

The  goal  of  that  prayer  effort  is 
for  every  person  in  the  borough 
—  an  area  where  members  of 
began  almost  every  unreached  people 
orking  in  group  live  —  to  hear  the  Gospel. 

a  Each  believing  household 
a  assumes  responsibility  for  the 
evangelization  of  its  neighbors 
in  an  effort  known  as 
"Lighthouses  of  Prayer." 

Almost  all  refugees  who 
come  to  faith  say  tnev  were 
"loved  into  the  kingdom  of 
J,"  Barnabas  says. 

They  give  credit  to  the  unity 
and  sense  of  family  among 
Christian  believers,  to  healings, 
i,  and  visions, 
and  to  reading  the  mSwIX 
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social  .  I  erect,  confident. 

blight.  Gangs,  He  has  a  quick 

prostitutes,  and  ACROSS  ALL  NATIONS  —  Refugees  from  92  different  ethnic  wit  and  knows 
drugs  confront  peoples  of  The  Last  Frontier  seek  political  and  economic  asylum  in  how  to  put  peo- 
them  in  the  dark,  London.  They  come  from  nations  where  most  of  earth's  unreached  pie  at  ease, 
cold  city.  peoples  live,  places  like  Albania,  Afghanistan,  Iraq,  Iran,  Fhkistan,  Isa 

The  light  of  India,  Turkey,  Cyprus,  Yemen,  Somalia.  Southern  Baptists  are  there  w< 

God  is  there  too,  too,  sharing  Goa's  light  with  people  who  live  in  darkness.  (BP  photo)  London  as 
in  Barnabas  and  policeman, 

Lydia  Guidiy  (not  their  real  Sum,  a  small  woman  with  a  "Bobby."  A  drinking  problem, 
names).  Southern  Baptists  who  long  braid  and  flowing  "sari,"  however,  affected  his  work  and 
long  for  the  refugees  to  meet  grew  up  in  India.  Her  arranged  his  marriage. 

Jesus.  marriage  to  a  British  immigrant  Several  strong  followers  of 

Barnabas  and  Lydia  have  brought  her  to  London.  Jesus  began  to  mentor  this 

long  wanted  to  work  with  peo-  Several  years  ago,  a  follower  Muslim.  He  took  a  new  job  and 
pie  overseas.  As  new  Christians  of  Jesus  visited  her,  established  over  the  years  came  to  faith  in  God, 

-  i  v-'Jfrf  T'ffii/-'  \  Christ. 

Prof:  Rice  laid  groundwork 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Denominations  such  as  the  the  struggles  and  bondage  of  dreams,  and 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  missions  agencies  such  as  the  his  past,  Barnabas  says.  i 

International  Mission  Board  owe  much  of  their  existence  to  the  Seven  years  later,  through  teachings  of  Jesus 


The  missions  needs  of  1990  are  just  crucial  as  the  missions  needs  in  the 
days  of  Lottie  Moon,  Southern  Baptists'  first  single  female  missionary  in 
1873,  according  to  Keith  Parks,  president  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Southern  Baptists  breathe  a  sigh  of  relief  when  the  US.  Congress  finally 
reinstates  a  tax  exclusion  for  foreign  missionaries  and  other  overseas  charita¬ 
ble  workers.  Without  die  exclusion,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  of  die 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  would  have  had  to  pay  over  $1,000,000  per  year. 


All  Cooperative  Program  dollars  received  in  the  offices  of  die  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  in  Nashville  during  the 
upcoming  month  of  December  will  go  to  advance  foreign  missions,  announces 
Ekike  K.  McCall,  executive  secretary  of  the  SBC  executive  committee. 
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Turkey:  crucial  crossroads  of  two  continents 


ISTANBUL,  Turkey  (BP)  — 
The  65  million  people  of 
Turkey,  history's  great  cross¬ 
roads  of  Europe  and  Asia, 
hunger  and  thirst  for  some¬ 
thing.  What  that  something  is 
depends  on  whom  you  ask. 

Political  leaders  say  Turks 
want  international  respect  and 
economic  clout. 

No  —  the  nation  must  return 
to  strict  Islamic  law  and  unity 
with  the  Muslim  world,  insist 
religious  traditionalists. 

On  the  contrary,  warns  the 
military  —  Progress  lies  in  firm 
adherence  to  the  secular,  mod¬ 
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ernizing  path  established  by 
Kemal  Ataturk,  founding  father 
of  the  Turkish  nation. 

Sprawling  Istanbul,  popula¬ 
tion  12  million-plus,  embodies 
Turkey's  contradictions. 

Europe's  largest  metropolis,  it 
crosses  the  Bosporus  Strait  into 
Asia  and  is  the  only  world  city 
straddling  two  continents. 

Thousands  of  minarets  reach 
like  fingers  toward  heaven 
alongside  countless  high-rises 
and  satellite  dishes.  Muslim 
calls  to  prayer  compete  with 
the  techno-beat  blasting  out  of 
nightclubs.  Auto  traffic  scurries 
under  ancient  Roman 
aqueducts. 

Into  this  sound  and 
fury  comes  a  voice 
crying  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness:  the  tiny 

Protestant  Christian 
community  (estimates 
range  from  1,000- 
1,500  evangelical 
believers  nationwide). 
It  offers  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  answer  to 
Turkey's  hunger  and 
thirst  —  Jesus  Christ. 

It's  a  still,  small 
voice,  tentative,  often 
ignored,  sometimes 
intimidated  in  a  land 
that  remains  more 
than  99%  Muslim, 
where  people  still  say 
that  to  be  Turkish  is 
to  be  Muslim. 


IN  SERVICE—  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  help  cook  and  clean  in 
an  open  kitchen  at  one  of  the  "tent  cities"  that  sprouted  after  Turkey's 
massive  earthquake  last  year.  The  sight  of  Christian  volunteers  — 
Turkish  and  foreign  —  loving  and  serving  those  hurt  by  the  quake 
changed  the  perceptions  of  many  Turkish  Muslims.  (BP  photo) 


(BP  photo) 


"Turks  haven't  rejected  the 
Gospel,"  claims  one  Christian. 
"They  haven't  heard  the  Gospel." 

Arrests  of  believers  and 
church  closings  still  occur  even 
in  urban  areas,  despite  sup¬ 
posed  guarantees  of  religious 
freedom. 

"I  don't  like  going  to  church 
with  my  family  wondering, 
'should  I  take  my  tbothbrush? 
Will  I  be  spending  the  night  in 
jail?"'  he  admits. 

"(Turkey)  is  a  place  that 
looks  easier  than  it  is,"  warns 


an  experienced  worker^  "There 
are  demons  here  who  knew  the 
apostle  Paul,  and  they  know 
what  to  do  with  Christians." 

They  also  know  that  Turkey 
is  a  bridge  from  Europe  to 
Asia,  from  West  to  East,  from 
the  past  to  the  future,  from  the 
church  to  the  entire  Turkic 
world  —  150  million  people  — 
that  stretches  all  the  way  to 
western  China. 

God  is  beginning  to  s->. 
beam  a  great  light  V  j 
across  that  bridge.  my 


MUSLIMS  AT  WORSHIP  — 
Muslims  worship  at  Istanbul's 
huge,  historic  Blue  Mosque. 
Nearby,  the  "ancient  Hagia 
Sophia  church  —  heart  of 
Eastern  Christianity  for  a  mil¬ 
lennium  until  1453  —  stands 
empty,  a  Muslim  museum  for 
tourists.  However,  the  silhou¬ 
ettes  of  long-gone  crosses 
remain  visible  on  its  interior 
walls.  (BP  photo) 


Christian  Turk  works  to  light  country's  darkness 


ISTANBUL,  Turkey  (BP)  —  She  used  to 
grope  in  the  darkness  for  something  to 
hold  onto.  Now  Hale  Gencel  lights  candles 
to  illumine  the  way  for  others. 

A  29-year-old  Turkish  Christian,  she 
started  a  small  candle-making  studio  in 
Istanbul  in  1999.  She  intends  to  sell  her  col¬ 
orful,  creatively  designed  products  at 
home  and  abroad. 

Even  more,  she  intends  to  hold  up  a 
light  in  the  lonely  spiritual  shadows  where 
she  once  dwelled. 

Many  of  her  friends  —  young,  urban, 
well-educated,  Muslim  in  name  but  not 
practice  —  still  dwell  there.  They  aren't 
quite  sure  what  to  make  of  Hale  nowadays. 

"They're  looking  for  truth  and  can't  find 
it,  but  they  see  the  peace  in  here,"  she  says, 
tapping  her  heart.  "They  keep  asking  me 
wnat  it  is,  and  I  keep  saying,  I  told  you:  It's 
Jesus.  They  don't  want  to  hear  that,  but 


"The  Buddhist  priests  are  wise;  they  can 
show  you  what  the  problem  is,  she 
acknowledges,  "but  without  the  solution,  it 
doesn't  matter  how  well  you  know  the 
problem.  You  have  two  options:  to  get  real¬ 
ly  lost  or  to  find  the  truth." 


they  keep  calling,  asking  for  prayer." 

Smiles  come  often  to  Hale's  face  these 
days.  After  a  worship  service  at  the  young 
Besiktas  Turkish  Protestant  Church  in 
Istanbul,  Hale  serves  tea  and  cookies  with 
an  easy  hospitality  and  then  sits  down  to 
talk. 

She  grew  up  in  a  nominally  Muslim 
family,  like  millions  of  others  in  cosmopoli¬ 
tan  Istanbul.  "You  ask  them,  and  they  say 
they  believe,"  she  explains,  "but  they're 
pretty  secular." 

So  was  Hale,  who  adopted  the  mod¬ 
ernist  skepticism  fashionable  among  uni¬ 
versity  students  in  the  city.  "In  scnool  I 
judged  people  according  to  what  they 
read,"  she  admits. 

Her  father's  death  in  1993  devastated 
Hale,  however,  and  she  began  to  search  for  a 
"belief  I  could  hold  onto."  Buddhism 
intrigued  her  but  supplied  no  answers  to  the 
basic  questions:  What  is  truth?  Where  is  God? 


The  Baptist  Record  - 


LIGHTING  THE  DARKNESS  —  Turkish 
believer  Hale  Gencil  makes  candles  for  a 
living  —  and  is  herself  a  light  in  the  darkness 
to  young  Turkish  friends  searching  for  truth. 
Southern  Baptists’ generous  gifts  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  play  an  important 
role  in  taking  the  good  news  of  God’s  love  to 
Turks  who  have  never  heard.  (BP  photo) 
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In  Hale's  case,  the  truth  found  her  —  in 
a  dream. 

She  lived  in  New  York  for  several  years, 
met  some  Christians,  and  considered  their 
beliefs  —  from  a  suitable  mental  distance, 
of  course.  One  night  she  dreamed  vividly 
of  meeting  Jesus  Christ  and  giving  Him  a 
wedding  garment. 

Shocked  and  in  awe,  she  went  to  a 
Christian  friend  and  said,  "I  have  seen 
your  Lord.  Tell  me  about  him."  The  friend 
directed  her  to  the  Bible,  which  Hale 
devoured  daily  while  riding  the  New  York 
subway.  She  embraced  Jesus  as  Lord. 

As  she  grew  in  faith.  Hale  began  pray¬ 
ing  about  returning  to  Turkey  to  tell  others 
her  discovery.  Three  years  later,  God  said 
to  her,  "It's  time  to  go  back." 

Her  commitment  to  Christ  angered 
Hale's  mother,  who  warned  her  she  would 
have  to  choose  between  Jesus  and  her  fam¬ 
ily  —  a  wrenching  choice  many  Turkish 
believers  must  make. 

"I  can  live  without  my  family,"  Hale 
says.  "I  can't  live  withouf  (Jesus)." 

Mother  and  daughter  eventually  reached 
an  uneasy  truce;  they  don't  discuss  the  issue. 

Meanwhile,  Hale  has  begun  making 
candles  and  lighting  the  darkness  with  the 
peace  that  radiates  from  her. 

"I  used  to  pretend  tp  be  a  powerful 
woman,  but  inside  I  wanted  to  hold  onto 
something."  she  reflects.  "Now  I 
am  a  powerful  woman,  because 
of  (Jesus)."  Jay 

Editor's  note:  Hale  Gencel  and  her  studio  part¬ 
ners  have  designed  special  candles  to  help  believ¬ 
ers  remember  to  " dispel  the  darkness"  in  Turkey 
through  their  prayers.  Call  WML/'s  WorldCrafts 
at  (800)  968-7301,  send  e-mail  to  customerser- 
vice@wmu.org,  or  check  their  Website, 
urww.wmustore.com/wc/default/asp?  to  order. 
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ter  life.  This  is  my  lot/"  she  says. 

"Eternal  life?  It's  not  even  something 
they  would  admif  they  deserve.  They  are 
complacent  in  their  misery,"  she  added. 

"For  some  reason,  I  believe  it's  „ — v 
the  Dong's  time,"  the  Southern  j 
Baptist  worker  predicts.  J*/ 


the  1930s,  a  small  group  of  German  mission-  Another  barrier  is  the  belief  system  that  keeps 
aries  tried  to  evangelize  the  Dong.  their  minds  and  hearts  veiled  from  the  truth 

Seventy  years  later,  no  trace  of  their  They're  held  in  darkness  within  a  blend- 
labors  can  be  found.  ed  religion  of  Buddhism,  pantheism  (a 

Certainly  one  reason  Christians  have  belief  mat  laws  and  spiritual  forces  are 
made  no  toehold  among  the  Dong  of  China  is  gods),  and  animism  (wherein  non-human 
the  harsh,  remote  terrain  where  they  live,  objects  have  souls). 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned .) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(1  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  ( John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Reflections  on  Grumpitis 

Several  years  ago  I  wrote  an 
article  for  our  church  newsletter 
entitled  "Grumpitis."  It  might 
be  worth  thinking  about  during 
this  post-Thanksgiving  period. 

I  told  in  the  article  that  I  had 
done  some  medical  research  and 
found  some  information  on  this 

terrible  disease  that  often  affects _ 

the  saints  of  God  and  inflicts  "Yes,  somebody  must  have  done 
pain  on  the  virus  carrier  as  well  or  said  some'1  "  *  T  J 
as  those  around  him  or  her.  I  "No,  really, 
explained  how  "Grumpitis"  thing  or  did 
does  not  just  target  one  particu-  don  t  ever 
lar  group  of  folks,  but  crosses  all  grumpy  exp 
boundaries  infecting  male  and  "Well,  wl 
female,  young  and  old,  married  article  in  thi 
and  single.  It  can  warp  anyone  tion.  I  resp 
in  a  hurry.  seemed  like 

After  writing  the  article,  I  the  material 
found  that  the  response  to  it  seemed  to  1 
was  more  interesting  than  the  printed  it. 
article  itself.  The  Sunday  fol-  walked  awa’ 
lowing  the  article's  publication 
several  people  commented  on 
how  much  they  appreciated  the  a 
information. 

One  lady  enthusiastically 


Jim  Futral ,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


ly  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

That  process  does  not  happen 
in  me  like  popcorn.  It  takes  time, 
thought,  ana  reflection.  Now,  if 
you  are  a  regular  reader  you 
would  be  able  to  testify  that  not 
every  article  is  meaningful  to 
you,  but  hopefully  it  is  to  some¬ 
body  and  hopefully,  from  time  to 
time,  that  somebody  is  you. 

The  second  dimension  related 
to  these  articles  is  that  they  are 
saying,  "Sure! "  generally  not  just  expressions  of  a 

What  I  did  not  tell  him  was  reactionary  moment.  The 
that  I  had  written  the  article  over  Scriptures  say  that  we  are  to  be 
year  before,  probably  closer  to  quick  to  hear,  and  slow  to  speak, 
two  years,  but  had  not  had  the  and  I  take  that  to  heart  when  it 
opportunity  to  use  it.  At  that  comes  to  writing  these  articles, 
hugged  my  neck  and  thanked  point  I  tried  to  remember  if  some-  Too  many  times  we  tend  to 

me  for  writing  on  "Grumpitis."  one  had  done  something  or  said  reverse  the  order  and  are  slow  to 

One  man  came  and  requested  something  that  triggered  my  arti-  hear  and  quick  to  speak. 

1,000  copies  because  he  wanted  de  on  "Grumpitis/Tnit  I  couldn't  Concerning  the  article  on 
to  pass  it  out  to  all  of  his  friends,  remember  any  particular  event.  "Grumpitis,"  the  fact  is  that  if 

God  bless  him  if  he  has  that  Now,  that  inddent  and  the  somebody  had  been  grumpy  or 

many  friends  that  are  grumpy.  inquiry  from  the  gentleman  griping,  it  is  very  doubtful  that  I 
After  reading  the  article  one  brings  to  mind  several  aspects  wouldnave  reacted  emotionally 
man  came  to  me  and  asked,  related  to  the  articles  I  write  in  to  include  such  a  response  in  an 
"What  happened  last  week?"  I  Directions  —  things  which  you  article.  I  would  not  particularly 
said,  "What  do  you  mean,  what  do  not  necessarily  know,  but  want  to  embarrass  the  person  or 
happened  last  week?"  He  might  be  helpful  for  me  to  share,  unload  an  emotional  outpouring 
replied,  "Well,  I  was  just  won-  First  of  aft,  I  do  not  week  to  on  folks  who  would  have  no 
dering  what  happened  —  who  week  just  throw  together  a  few  understanding  and  not  be 
said  something  or  who  did  thoughts  and  pass  them  on  to  .  helped.  I  want  to  speak  to  things 
something  that  triggered  the  arti-  The  Baptist  Record.  I  generally  that  are  current,  but  not  just  out 
cle  you  wrote  on  grumpiness?"  try  to  put  together  something  of  an  emotional  overflow  with- 


Thirty-four  children 

participated  in  "Go  Wild 
for  Media,"  a  summer 
reading  program  at 
Ingalls  Avenue  Church, 
Pascagoula.  The  children 
read  a  total  of  1257  books 
over  10  weeks.  The  two 
top  readers  were  Montana 
Bates  with  128  books  read 
and  Dustin  Speights  with 
101  books  read.  Ninette 
Speights  is  library  direc¬ 
tor.  John  Turner  is  pastor. 

Society  Hill  Church, 


Members  (pictured)  of  Paul 
Truitt  Memorial  Church, 
Pearl,  recently  participated  in 
a  church  wide  mission  trip  to 
Darby,  Montana.  They  con¬ 
ducted  Backyard  Bible  Clubs, 
Vacation  Bible  School,  and 
revival  services. 


Church,  Taylorsville,  will  pre-  logged  in  for  the  silent 
sent  a  musical,  "Christmas  auction.  Handmade  crafts 
Celebration,"  at  5  p.m.,  Sunday,  and  homemade  cakes  and 
Dec.  10,  and  7  p.m.,  Monday,  sweets  were  also  auc- 
Dec.  11.  Frankie  Clark  is  pastor,  tioned.  Gospel  music  was  pro- 
Allen  Hill  is  minister  of  music.  vided  by  Joyce  and  Jerry  Evans 

while  the  "Kid's  Zone"  provid- 
West  Kemper  Church,  ed  entertainment  for  the  chil- 
DeKalb,  will  celebrate  its  dren.  The  church  raised 
sesquicentennial  anniversary  $4,466.25  to  pay  on  the  fellow- 
on  Sunday,  Dec.  3,  at  10:30  a.m.  ship  hall  building.  Vicky 
A  history  of  the  church  will  be  Langston  was  chairman  of  the 
presented.  fund  raising  committee. 


Summer  reading  program  participants  at  Ingalls  Ave.  Church,  Pascagoula 


The  music  ministry  of  Paul  Truitt  Memorial  Church,  Pearl,  will 
present  The  Christmas  Post,  a  Brbadway  style  musical  of  faith, 
Sunday,  Dec.  3  at  6  p.m.  and  Monday,  Dec.  4  at  7  p.m.  Children's 
choir  leaders  are  Kaye  Thames  and  Estelle  Watts.  Pictured  (from  left, 
front  row)  are  Randy  Herrington,  Beth  Conn,  and  Joey  Haslob;  (back 
row)  Tamara  Cumberland,  Kayla  Conn,  Kristin  Kennedy,  and  Jeremy 
Haslob.  Children's  choir  leaders  are  Kay  Thames  and  Estelle  Watts. 
Susan  Clark  is  minister  of  music.  Jon  Nichols  is  pastor.  For  addition¬ 
al  information,  call  (601)  939-2975. 


Chris  Nash  was  recently 
called  as  part  time  music 
of 
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GAs  of  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo,  held  a  mission  action  project 
on  the  weekend  of  Oct.  21-22.  Their  goal  was  to  raise  money  for 
Camp  Garaywa  by  selling  cookies  they  baked  at  the  church.  The  girls 
and  leaders  began  by  reading  the  prayer  calendar,  Scripture,  and 
praying.  GAs  took  cookies  to  the  adult  Sunday  School  classes  and 
donations  were  accepted  which  will  enable  the  GAs  to  make  guest 
room  decorations  and  use  remaining  funds  for  camp.(Joy  Hubbard  is 
GA  director. 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries,  INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 

steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  CLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church 
ALA.1  -800-830-0583.  windows.  Columbus  -  toll  free 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6  1-877-477-1899. 
to  15  passenger  vans,  customized  and  BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six. 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates.  Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  2 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  Jackson  (601)  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa. 

948-3391.  Since  1965. _ _ $100.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS,  trip.  Call  early  for  reservations  662- 
Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication,  746-4632. 


Church  ,  Kl 
Laurel 

called  Tom 
Boone  as 

pastor,  effective  Dec 
native  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  Boone 
received  his  education  at  Jones 
Jr.  College  and  Mobile  College. 
He  previously  served  at  First 
Church,  Harrisonburg,  La. 


Nash 


SfEKING  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  RIDGELAND 
CHILDREN'S  MINISTER  for  FBC  Raleigh,  a  growing  suburban  congregation 
Resumes  may  be  faxed  to  (601 )  782*  prominently  located  in  one  of  the  fastesi 


7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705. _  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman, 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only  Miss.  (601)  776-6617.  _ _ 

smoke  and  alcohol  free  Bowling  ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN. 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-ins,  group  3-manual  with  drawknobs.  Six  years 
rates,  fund  raisers,  and  leagues,  old.  Four  finished  speakers.  45  speak- 
Located  at  820  Cooper  Road,  Jackson,  ing  stops,  55  rank  equivalent. 

MS,  (601)  372-7700. _ Expander  II  and  Smart  recorder. 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  F'erfect  condition.  $28,500.  Contact 
INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  Jim  or  Susan  Link  @  (601 )  264-2116. 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infer-  1998  MODEL  KNABE  6'  1"  Grand 
mation  call  662-453-7424  or  fax  us  at  with  top  of  the  line  piano  disc  system. 
662-455-6743.  Located  at  107  North  Superb  instrument  offered  by  private 
Slone  Avenue,  Greenwood,  MS  38930.  owner.  Ebony  finish.  $16,500  obo. 

PIPE  ORGAN  FOR  SALE.  Three  manu-  (601)  956-7974  _ 

als,  twenty  ranks,  chimes,  $4000.00.  USED  CHURCH  PEWS.  Contact  Bethel 


Raleigh,  MS  39153.  Additional  informa 


Music 

tien  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  Rev.  Minister/Worship  Leader.  First  Baptist 
Q|,  Lyn  Nations  at  (601 )  782-4580  or  (601 )  Church,  Ridgeland,  is  strategically  locat- 
782-9231 


ed  between  Highway  51  and  Interstate 
PART-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Send  55  on  Jackson  Street,  the  Gateway  to 
resume  to  Trinity  Baptist  Church,  2610  Ridgeland.  Great  schools,  unlimited 

Nbpoleon  Ave.,  Pearl,  MS  39208. _ ministry  potential.  Send  resume  to 

ENON  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Walthall  applicable  search  committee,  c/o  Dr. 
County,  is  seeking  to  fill  two  part-time  staff  Grant  Arinder,  302  W.  Jackson  Street, 

positions.  Persons  interested  in  serving  as  Ridgeland,  MS  391 57.  _ 

either  minister  of  music  or  minister  of  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  need- 
youth  should  send  resumes  to  the  atten-  ed  for  First  Baptist  Church  of  Byram.  This 
tion  of  the  applicable  search  committee  is  a  fast  growing  area.  Please  send  resume 
aqd  addressed  to:  Enon  Baptist  Church,  to  First  Baptist  Church  of  Byram,  7541 
1451  Hwy.  583  N„  Jayess,  MS  39641 .  Siwell  Road,  Jackson,  MS  39212. 
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Deacons  of  Highland  Church,  Natchez 


Deacons  of  Damascus  Church,  Flora 


Highland  Church, 
Natchez,  held  dea 
con  ordination  ser 
vices  on  Oct.  29.  The 
newly  ordained  dea 
cons  were  Mark  A. 
Taylor  and  Robert 
Borger.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Borger 
David  McGuffee 
pastor;  and  Taylor.  J 

Daniel  Cade 
Campbell  was 

licensed  to  the  min 
istry  at  New  Hope 
Church,  Foxworth, 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  15. 
He  is  pictured  with 
his  father  and  pastor 
of  New  Hope 
Church,  Kent 

Campbell. 


Kent  and  Daniel  Cade  Campbell 


Shady  Grove 
Church, 

Batesville,  held  _ , _ r 

deacon  ordina¬ 
tion  services  on  Sept.  10  for  Tim  Douglas.  Pictured  (from 

left)  are  Terry  Tribble,  pastor; 
and  Douglas. 

N  e 

Hope 
Church, 

Foxworth, 

ordained 
Eugene  Berry 
ana  Terry 
Robertson  as 
deacons  on 
Sunday,  Oct. 

22.  Pictured 
(from  left) 
are  Kent 

Campbell, 
pastor;  Berry; 

Robertson 
and  Sherman  I 
Pounds 

__ —  __  chairman  of  - mw  p" 

Tribble  and  Douglas  deacons.  Campbell,  B 


*  « 


Campbell,  Berry,  Robertson,  and  Pounds 


Baptist  College  News 


William  Carey  College  will 
celebrate  the  beginning  of  the 
holiday  season  with  a 
Community  Christmas 

Celebration  Dec.  5  at  7  p.m.  in 
the  Smith  Auditorium  of  the 
Thomas  Fine  Arts  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  The 
Christmas  Celebration  will  fea¬ 
ture  entertainment  for  the  entire 
family  including  the  Symphonic 


Winds 

David 


ncluding  the  Symphonic 
under  tne  direction  of 
Young;  the  Carey 


Carillon  under  the  direction  of 
Kathy  Vail;  the  Carey  Guitar 
Ensemble  under  the  direction  of 
Miroslav  Loncar;  and  the  Carey 
Chorale  under  the  direction  of 
Milfred  Valentine.  For  more 
information  call  (601)  582-6175. 

The  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  Chorale,  under  tne 
direction  of  James  M.  Meaders, 
will  present  John  Rutter's, 
Magnificat,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  5, 


LifeWav’s  Exclusive  ftos  Source 

CARPENTER  BUS  SALES,  INC. 

(800)  370-6180 

“RAISED  ROOF”  VANS 
IN  STOCK 

•  Center  Aisle 

•  Low  First  Step 

•  2/1  Seating 

2000  Model:  $34,000  (New)  *  Bucket  Seats 
1999  Model:  $29,900  (Low  Miles)  *  More  headroom 
1998  Model:  $28,500  (Low  Miles)  *  15  Passengers 

•  No  CDL  required 


at  7:30  p.m.,  in  Provine  Chapel. 
The  Chorale  is  an  eighty-voice 
ensemble  that  includes  MC 
students,  faculty,  alumni,  and 
members  of  the  community. 
Dan  Fenn,  senior  organ  perfor¬ 
mance  major  at  MC,  is  accom¬ 
panist  for  the  Chorale.  Soloists 
are  Lisa  Vaughn  Strum,  senior 
vocal  performance  major,  and 
Meghan  Jones,  senior  music 
education  major.  For  more 
information  please  call  (601) 
925-3440. 

Mississippi  College  (MC) 
nursing  students,  in  a  joint  effort 
of  the  Department  of  Education 
and  tne  State  Health 
Department,  are  volunteering 


for  the  third  straight  year  to  pro¬ 
vide  free  immunizations  to  sixth 

Saders,  whose  families  want 
em  to  participate  in  the  pro- 

fram,  in  Clinton  at  Lovett 
lementary  School.  Hepatitis  B 
infections  that  occur  during 
childhood  and  adolescence  can 
lead  to  fatal  consequences  such 
as  cirrhosis  or  liver  cancer  dur¬ 
ing  adulthood.  In  the  first  two 
years  of  this  program,  650  chil¬ 
dren  in  Clinton  were  vaccinated 
with  the  Hepatitis  B  vaccine. 
This  is  a  3  shot  series.  The  first  is 
scheduled  for  Dec.  1,  the  second 
for  Jan.  26,  and  the  third  for 
April  27.  For  more  information, 
contact  Tina  Magers  at  (601) 
925-3278. 


Nodical  Lift 
Chair  Radinars 

Factory^ 

BOX 

Okolona,  MS  38860 
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For  pricing  and  information  call  (662)  447-3936  or 
visit  our  website  at  www.cadillacchair.com 
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N.C.  church  taking  Gospel  across  the  world 


WINSTON-SALEM,  N.C. 
(BP)  —  Each  year,  up  to  500 
members  of  Calvary  Church  in 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  staff  mis¬ 
sion  trips  that  reach  across  town, 
across  North  Carolina,  across  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans. 

The  church  pays  half  the 
expense  for  each  team  member, 
at  an  average  outlay  of  $1,000 


Lottie,  an  early  Southern 
Baptist  missionary,  won  a  lasting 
place  in  missions  history  by  sac- 
rifidally  giving  her  life  for  the 
people  of  China,  and  tirelessly 
calling  on  Southern  Baptists  to 
send  more  missionaries. 


The  church  pays  half  the  Today,  more  than  100  years 
expense  for  each  team  member,  later,  the  offering  named  for  her 
at  an  average  outlay  of  $1,000  helps  support  more  than  4,900 
per  person.  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 


per  person. 

Smce  a  heavy  majority  of 
Calvary's  Sunday  School  teach¬ 
ers  have  been  on  the  trips,  the 
mission  mandate  threaded 
throughout  Scripture  gets  plen¬ 
ty  of  attention  in  their  classes. 

Pastor  Mark  Corts,  former 
trustee  chairman  of  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  readily  and  steadily 
preaches  on  the  mandate. 


DENTAL  MISSIONS  —  Dr. 
Fred  Smith,  a  volunteer  from 
Calvary  Baptist  Church  in 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  pre¬ 
pares  anesthesia  for  Gabriel 
Saavedra  in  a  dental  clinic  typ¬ 
ical  of  outreaches  conducted 
by  the  congregation  at  home 
and  around  the  world.  (BP 
photo) 


Missions  pastor  Francis 
Smith,  former  IMB  missionary 
to  Chile,  coordinates  ana 
"inspirates"  the  opportunities. 

Each  returning  team  is  given 
a  prominent  platform  to  report 
on  the  results  of  their  trip. 

"I  believe  and  preach  that  a 
church  should  be  'a  whole  body 
for  the  whole  world/".  Corts 
explains.  "I  learned  long  ago  that 
another  key  is  to  expose  your 
people  to  the  field.  Let  mem 


Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
around  the  world. 

Smith  carries  his  "Lottie 
Moon  stick"  (the  same  height 
as  the  diminutive,  4-foot  10- 
inch  missionary)  with  him 
everywhere  —  from  the  time 
the  Christmas  offering  for  inter¬ 
national  missions  begins  until 
the  church's  goal  is  met. 

Last  Christmas,  he  didn't  get 
too  weary.  The  original  goal  of 
$200,000  was  surpassed  the  first 
Sunday  of  December.  The 
final  figure:  $397,539.16. 
Clearly,  missions  is  not 

a  another  program. 

er,  it  permeates, 
intertwines  and  enriches 
practically  everything 
done  in,  for,  and  by 
Calvary  Church. 

That  is  no  accident. 
Early  on,  Corts  grasped 
the  need  to  make  missions 
a  key  component  of  his 
ministry. 

In  1965,  "God  really  laid 
on  my  heart  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  lay  evangelism," 
Corts  recounts,  "mat  was 
an  important  move  to 
involving  members  in 
sharing  me  Gospel."  In 
1967,  Corts  participated  in 
his  first  overseas  missions 
project  in  Jamaica. 

In  the  last  18  months, 
600-plus  people  have  traveled 
from  Calvary  to  14  countries 
and  five  states  (and  across 
town)  in  mission  projects. 

"We  go  across  the  aisle, 
across  tne  street,  across  the 
town,  across  the  nations,  or 
across  continents  because  that 
is  where  Jesus  would  go," 
Smith  says.  "Through  us,  that  is 
where  Jesus  goes." 

One  striking  attribute  of 
Calvary  mission  teams  is  the 


experience  what  missionaries  do,  sound  missiology  they  follow, 
how  they  do  it  and  where."  They  strive  to  empower  the 

Not  surprisingly,  Lottie  Moon  overseas  Christians  they  serve 
is  a  very  influential  and  popular  and  not  to  create  dependence 
figure  at  Calvary  Church.  on  Calvary  to  sustain  work. 


We  know 


“Adoption 


We’ve  been 
building  families 
since  1944 

For  more  information, 
call  the  office  nearest  you: 

Columbus:  662/327-6740 
Hattiesburg:  601/264-4984 
Jackson:  601/366-4282 


Every  Life  a  Promise 

November  is  National  Adoption  Month 


The  Baptist  Record- 
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www.belhRny.org 


(  The  church  recently  received 
a  letter  from  a  youngster  that 
read:  "I  understand  Lottie 
Moon  died,"  he  said  solemnly. 
"What  I  want  to  know  is  who  is 


going  to  take  her  place?" 

Calvary  Church's  peopl 
trying  to  provide  some  , 
answers  to  the  young- 
ster's  question. 


LEARNING  ENGLISH,  GOSPEL —An  English  as  a  Second  Language 
class  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church  in  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  attracts  scores 
of  internationals  wno  move  into  the  area.  Here,  Flossie  Pinnix  (right) 
works  with  a  group  of  Chinese  students  in  a  classroom  across  the  nail 
from  Calvary's  "Room  of  Nations,"  the  gathering  place  for  internation¬ 
als  and  their  American  friends.  (BP  photo  by  Gibbs  Frazeur) 
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Nurses  needed  at  IMB  orientation  center 


ROCKVILLE,  Va.  (BP)  —  The 
International  Mission  Board's  Missionary 
Learning  Center  is  sending  out  a  desperate 
plea  for  registered  nurses  who  are  available 
to  volunteer  in  the  center's  semi-monthly 
clinics. 

The  center,  located  in  Rockville,  Va.,  pro¬ 
vides  three  shot  clinics  for  each  group  of 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  who  come 
through  for  orientation  —  thousands  of 
vaccinations  a  month.  By  using  volunteers 
to  administer  the  shots  —  instead  of  send¬ 
ing  missionaries  to  outside  clinics  —  die 
International  Mission  Board  saves  almost 
$300,000  a  year. 

The  need,  created  by  burgeoning  num¬ 
bers  of  new  missionaries,  has  outstripped 
the  available  help.  „ 

A  minimum  of  four  to  six  outside  volun¬ 
teers  are  needed  for  each  clinic,  said  Pam 
Parker,  a  staff  nurse  at  Missionary  Learning 
Center.  The  vaccinations  protect  missionar¬ 
ies  against  serious  tropical  diseases. 

"We  have  three  clinics  for  every  group 


[coming  in  for  orientation],"  Parker  said. 
"In  January  alone,  we  will  give  600  to  800 
shots  [in  each  clinic]." 

Although  requests  have  been  issued  for 
more  volunteers  from  Richmond-area 
churches.  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
groups  and  other  organizations,  response 
has  been  slow.  Volunteers  and  medically 
trained  missionaries  going  through  orienta¬ 
tion  help  with  the  cunic,  but  more  volun¬ 
teers  still  are  needed. 

"It's  tough  to  give  600  shots  in  an  after¬ 
noon  with  so  few  volunteers,"  said  Travis 
White,  a  staff  medical  consultant  for  the 
center.  "I  believe  we're  seeing  significant 
signs  of  burnout." 

Some  volunteers  believe  so  strongly  in 
the  ministry  involved  with  giving  shots  to 
missionaries  that  they  go  the  extra  mile  to 
be  faithful  to  the  climes. 

Katrina  Otto,  an  emergency  room  nurse 
at  Providence  Medical  Center  in  Kansas 
City,  Kan.,  has  flown  in  three  times  to  vol¬ 
unteer  in  the  clinics.  She  takes  time  off  from 


work  and  pays  her  own  way  because  "I 
believe  in  being  supportive  of  our  mission¬ 
aries,"  said  Otto,  who  is  a  member  of 
Fellowship  Church,  Olathe,  Kan. 

Otto's  parents  were  missionaries  to 
Alaska.  Now  that  she  is  a  nurse,  Otto  said 
she  wants  to  use  the  skills  God  has  given 
her  to  help  other  missionaries. 

"It's  a  way  [for  people]  to  use  God-given 
gifts  to  encourage  missionaries  as  they  pre¬ 
pare  to  go  overseas,"  Otto  said. 

On  her  last  trip  to  the  Missionary 
Learning  Center,  Otto  convinced  a  fellow 
church  member,  Joe  Thomas,  to  also  volun¬ 
teer.  Thomas  took  time  off  from  his  job  at 
Shawnee  Missionary  Medical  Center  in 
Kansas  City  to  help  give  immunizations. 

"If  I'm  able  to  ao  something  to  help, 
that's  what  I  do,"  Thomas  said.  "I  have 
these  opportunities  to  do  it,  so  I  do." 

For  more  information  about  opportu¬ 
nities  to  volunteer  with  the  clin- 
ics,  contact  Pam  Parker  at  (804) 
219-1893.  »V 


TURN  AMERICA  AROUND 

Editor:  -  _ 

Did  you  ever  ride  in  a  wagon 
to  a  protracting  (reviyal)  meeting 
or  walk  along  a  trail  through  the 
woods  every  night  for  a  two- 
week  meeting  to  near  that  evan¬ 
gelist  that  we  had  looked  for¬ 
ward  for  weeks  to  come  to  our 
little  country  church?  I  remem¬ 
ber  Papa  would  kill  a  yearling  he 


had  saved  for  us  when  the 
preacher  and  often  his  family 
would  have  dinner  with  us. 
Mama  always  saved  special 
young  fryers  for  those  revival 
meals  as  we  often  had  the  young 
folks  for  a  meal  on  one  of  those 
days.  Those  were  special  times. 

The  night  I  was  saved  (the 
last  Friday  night  of  September 
1925),  they  sang  "Pass  me  not, 
O  gentle  Savior"  and  "Why  do 


Wednesday-Sunday 
December  6-10 
6:30  -  9:00  p.m. 

Parkway  Baptist  Church  •  Clinton,  MS 

Step  back  in  time,  2000  years,  and  experience  the 
miraculous  events  of  the  Christmas  Story  as  you  drive 
through  and  gaze  at  the  8  live  scenes  magnificently  lit 
with  full  theatrical  lighting,  live  animals,  and  Biblical 
characters  dressed  true  to  the  time  period. 

Be  greeted  by  the  Roman  soldiers  on  horseback  •  See  the 
angelns  announcement  to  Mary  •  Visit  the  Inn  in  Bethlehem 

•  Be  awed  by  the  angels  proclamation  to  the  shepherds  • 
Prepare  to  journey  with  the  shepherds  •  Gather  at  the  manger 
to  view  the  Messiah  •  Join  the  Magi  in  worshipping  the 
two-year  old  Jesus  •  Be  filled  with  hope  at  the  sight  of  the 
empty  cross  •  Thrill  at  the  victorious  ascension  of  the  Savior 

DonDt  miss  one  of  the  largest  live  nativities  in  the 
southeastern  United  States!  Bring  your  family  and  friends  and 
make  this  one  of  the  most  memorable  Christmases  ever. 

For  more  information  please  call  601-924-9916. 

Directions: 

Interstate  20  •Take  exit  35,  Clinton-Raymond  Road  •Take 
the  south  frontage  road  and  head  west  •  Turn  right  on 
Norrell  Road  •  Turn  right  (east)  on  north  frontage  road 

•  Enter  at  the  west  entrance  to  Parkway  Baptist  Church 


you  wait,  dear  brother."  Often 
the  revival  would  be  set  for  one 
week,  but  things  were  happen¬ 
ing  and  there  was  no  way  that 
those  of  that  day  would  let  it 
stop  when  they  knew  the  Spirit 
was  moving  and  working. 

Friends,  it's  protracting 
meeting  time.  Let  the  Spirit 
speak  to  us  in  an  unusual  way. 
Are  you  hungry  for  that?  I  am. 

It  will  not  come  easy. 
Anything  worth  having  is  worth 
working  for.  It  will  take  a  lot  of 
prayer  from  a  lot  of  people. 
When  Solomon  finished  praying, 
Heaven  came  down.  The  house 
was  so  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  that 
there  was  not  room  for  the  priest 
to  enter.  It  can  happen  here  in 
America.  There  is  no  other  way 
to  turn  America  around. 

History  has  recorded  some 
great  awakenings.  It  is  past 
time  for  America  to  wake  up. 

Tom  Walden 

Jackson 


GOD'S  CHILD 
Editor: 

Regretfully,  The  Baptist 
Record  fans  the  flames  of  con¬ 
troversy  by  publishing  letters 
on  the  New  International 
Version  (NIV).  James  F.  Burke 
noted  that  the  King  James 
Version  and  NIV  are  included 
in  LifeWay  Adult  Sunday 
School  material.  "Explore  the 
Bible"  series  publishes  parallel 
translations.  Burke's  question 
about  Greek/Hebrew  language 
is  more  to  the  point.  Significant 
differences  should  be  editorial¬ 
ly  explained  by  persons  trained 
in  translation. 


Sadly,  Harry  Thornton's  let¬ 
ter  is  more  confusing  than  accu¬ 
rate.  The  NIV  favors  no  dialects 
of  the  English  language, 
American  or  British.  Only  God 
can  judge  the  inspiration  of 
over  100  translators.  They 
clearly  state  in  the  preface  that 
the  NIV  translation  is  com¬ 
pletely  new  from  the  best  avail¬ 
able  Hebrew,  Aramaic,  and 
Greek  texts,  with  footnotes  to 
explain  significant'  variations 
from  earlier  translations. 

Perhaps  Thornton  should 
have  read  the  NIV  translation  of 
1  Peter  5:8  before  he  quoted  from 
KJV.  It  reads:  "Be  self-controlled 
and  alert.  Your  enemy  the  devil 

Erowls  around  like  a  roaring  lion 
joking  for  someone  to  devour." 
When  I  attempt  to  interpret 
God's  Word,  I  ask  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  guide  me  from  the  original 
language,  not  depending  on  oth- 
ers  ^translations.  I  enjoy  the  clas¬ 
sical  Shakespearean  language  of 
1611,  but  I  speak  as  Goa's  child 
in  2000. 

Ken  Gower,  pastor 
Harmony  Church,  Cruger 


THANKS,  MISS.  BAPTISTS 
Editor: 

Thanks,  Mississippi  Baptists, 
for  affirming  the  Bible  "as  our 
final  authority  for  faith  and 
practice."  I  pastored  four 
churches  in  my  home  state  of 
Mississippi,  followed  by  seven 
years  in  Alabama  and  32  years 
with  First  Church  of  Slidell,  La. 
where  I  serve  as  pastor  emeritus 
today.  I  am  from  Monticello. 

Hoyte  E  Nelson 

Sliaell,  La. 


m 
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YOUR 

MINIVAN  AND 
CHURCH  VAN 
SOURCE 

Mississippi’s  #1  Dodge  Dealer  Call  toll  free  1-800-737-1331 

4200  Lakeland  Drive  ♦  Jackson  ♦  601-914-4200 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 

Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  muSbinclude 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board.  _ 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 
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Mixtecos  present  challenge  for  missionaries 


OAXACA,  Mexico  (BP)  —  For  centuries 
the  Sierra  Madre  Mountains  of  southern 
Mexico  have  caused  transportation  and 
communication  difficulties. 

The  mountains  are  home  to  Mixteco 
(mees-TEH-eoh)  Indians.  Ministry  is  chal¬ 
lenging  for  anyone  who  wants  to  share 
with  them  the  light 
of  Jesus. 

"The  mountainous 
|  terrain,  the  isolation¬ 
ism  based  on  local- 
community  loyalties 
and  other  factors 
have  splintered  the 
Mixteco  language 
into  at  least  52  dis¬ 
tinct  languages,"  say 
Milton  and  Mary  Jane 
Allred,  Southern 
Baptist  strategy  coor¬ 
dinators  for  Mixtecos. 

Translators  say 
these  are  not  simply 
dialects,  but  are  truly 
separate  languages. 

Mixtecos  are  the 
largest  unreached 
people  group  in 
Oaxaca  (wah-HAH- 
kah)  state.  For  its 
size,  Oaxaca  boasts 
more  ethnic  lan¬ 
guage  groups  than 

_ anywhere  in  the 

\ '  Americas. 

Most  Mixtecos  are 
considered  Catholics, 
but  actually  more 
practice  spirit  worship 
\  '  than  Catholicism. 

Most  Mixtecos  visit 
fjTii’  a  "curandero"  (healer) 

^  ‘T***  'ij^^^Bwho  uses  herbs  and 

medicines  both  as  nat- 


MIXTECO  CHALLENGE  — 
Ministry  is  challenging  for 
anyone  who  wants  to  share 
with  them  the  light  of  Jesus 
with  the  Mixteco  Indians,  who 
live  in  the  Sierra  Madre 
Mountains  of  southern 
Mexico.  Mixtecos,  the  largest 
unreached  people  group  in 
Oaxaca  state,  are  considered 
Catholics,  but  actually  more 
practice  spirit  worship  than 
Catholicism.  (BP  photo) 


ural  remedies  for  healing  and  to  chase  away 
evil  spirits  who  caused  the  illness. 

The  syncretism  (mix  of  religions), 
according  to  some  experts,  probably  devel¬ 
oped  because  the  ancient  Mixtecos  religious 
system  was  similar  to  the  religious  system 
tne  Spanish  brought:  creator  and  mother 
gods,  son,  and  many  spirits  (saints). 

Mixtecos  worship  spirits  they  believe 
live  in  caves,  rocks,  rivers,  and  the  earth. 
Capable  of  harming  people,  the  spirits 
must  be  appeased  with  sacrifices. 

Mixtecos  Delieve  evil  spirits  are  more  pow¬ 
erful  than  the  Church.  They  see  Christ  left 
dead  on  the  cross  of  the  crucifix,  powerless. 

Loyalty  to  this  folk  Catholicism  inhibits 
a  Mixteco's  coming  to  faith.  New  believers 
have  been  denied  water  for  themselves  and 
their  animals,  been  burned  out  or  driven 
out  of  the  community  without  possessions, 
even  been  murdered  by  machetes. 

A  most  hospitable  people,  the  Mixtecos 
eagerly  welcome  visitors  to  their  homes, 
opening  doors  for  Christian  friendships. 

Jim  Wagoner,  a  agricultural  missionary, 
finds  meeting  animals'  needs  opens  doors 
for  the  gospel. 

Milton,  a  woodworker,  stops  by  con¬ 
struction  sites  and  initiates  relationships  by 
showing  interest  in  the  jobs. 

Through  various  ministries  Christians 
attempt  to  share  the  light  of  Jesus  with 
those  in  Satan's  dark  hold. 

One  church  member  teaches  adult  educa¬ 
tion  to  prisoners,  using  simple  Spanish  New 
Testaments  as  texts.  Another  church  lady 
serves  as  a  volunteer  hospital  chaplain. 

One  Mixteco  group  the  mission  team 
seeks  to  reach  is  the  Yosondua. 

Recently  Milton  met  a  Mixteco  man  who 
came  to  Christ  in  North  Baja,  California. 
He  has  returned  home  to  Yosondua, 
encouraged  by  a  Baptist  pastor  in  Tijuana 
to  start  a  church. 

Recently  a  group  of  translators  from  one 


Mixtec  group  visited  another  at  Buenavista 
church.  With  a  guitar,  the  translators 
taught  Christian  songs  they  had  developed 
in  the  first  group's  language. 

Milton,  a  musician,  rejoiced  at  the  faces 
of  those  Christians  singing  in  a  language 
close  to  their  own. 

Since  then,  the  Buenavista  pastor  has 
been  working  with  the  translators  to  adjust 
a  booklet  containing  the  Gospel  of  Mark  to 
fit  the  Buenavista  dialect. 

Milton  testifies,  "We  are  praising  our 
Lord  for  His  way  of  putting  those  two 
groups  together,  so  the  Buenavista  congre¬ 
gation  can  sing  to  him  and  read  his  Word  in 
tneir  heart  language." 

Many  Mixtecos  migrate  to  the  US.  for 
work.  A  Southern  Baptist  missionary  couple, 
the  Allreds,  seek  Great  Commission 
Christians  here  who  will  relate  to  them,  since 
research  shows  that  most  Mixtecos  who  meet 
Christ  will  do  so  outside  their  home  area. 

The  Allreds  are  saddened  that  most  of 
their  requests  for  U.S.  Christians  to  evan¬ 
gelize  Mixtecos  have  yielded  no  response. 

The  Allreds  received  Jorge's  name 
(assumed  name)  from  a  Virginia  church 
and  went  to  visit  him.  Talking  over  rich 
cups  of  coffee,  Milton  discovered  that  Jorge 
was  not  growing  in  the  Lord  back  home 
where  traditions  were  strong. 

Jorge  revealed  he  had  left  a  son  with  a 
drinking  problem  in  Virginia.  Early  this 
year  a  caring  Sunday  School  teacher  con¬ 
tacted  the  son,  Pablo  (assumed  name). 

“  The  son  has  since  called  home  to  say  he 
is  attending  church  with  his  host  family 
and  is  sober.  Such  opportunities  abound 
for  Christians  to  pray  for  and  befriend 
Mixtecos  in  the  U.S. 

"When  the  Mixtecos  come  to  truly  know 
Jesus  Christ,  they  will  see  the  Light  win 
over  the  darkness.  They  will  walk 
in  the  Light  of  our  Lora,"  said  one  ""aaV  j 
Southern  Baptist  worker.  %/ 


Missionaries  love  work  among  "beautiful  smiles' 


PORTO-NOVO,  Benin  (BP) 
—  "Beautiful  smiles.  They  may 
be  hungry,  sick,  without  a 
penny  in  their  pockets,  but  if 
you  smile  at  them,  they'll  smile 
back  and  greet  you  warmly. 

"Written  into  the  code  of 
their  culture  is  a  respect  and 
honor  of  outsiders,  which  gives 
us  a  tremendous  platform  from 
which  to  share  Christ. 

"You  speak  in  their  language 
and  they'll  actually  dance 
around  and  clap,  and  can  these 
people  worship  the  Lord! 

"They  sing  loudly  to  the 
many  rhythms  of  their  drums, 
clap  Vet  another,  and  dance!" 

Missionaries  Jeff  and 
Barbara  Singerman  express  elo¬ 
quently  their  love  of  tne  people 
group  with  whom  they  share 
Jesus  —  the  unreached  Ayizo  of 
Benin,  West  Africa. 

Appointed  as  missionaries 
to  Benin  in  1989,  the 
Singermans  felt  called  to  move 
among  one  of  the  seven 
unreached  people  groups  in 
Benin,  the  Ayizo. 

They  prayed  for  Jeff  to  receive 
a  specific  invitation  if  God  want¬ 
ed  them  to  go  to  the  Ayizo. 

Accompanied  by  an  Ayizo 
Christian  man,  Jeff  visited  eight 
Ayizo  villages.  In  each  they 
were  warmly  welcomed. 

In  one  village,  Dodji  Bata, 
the  people  garnered  under  the 


shade  of  an  enormous  tree  to 
escape  the  torrid  heat. 

Jeff  opened  to  Psalm  1  and 
exhorted  them  to  walk  on 
God's  path. 

An  ancient,  white-haired 
man,  physically  hunched  with 
age,  with  a  homemade  pipe 
perched  between  his  rotting 
teeth,  pointed  directly,  unwa¬ 
veringly  at  Jeff  and  asked, 
"How  can  we  know  how  to 
walk  on  God's  path  unless  you 
come  back  and  teach  us?" 

The  Singermans  moved  to 
live  among  the  Ayizo,  and  they 
feel  a  deep  burden  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  they  have  met. 

"Marissino  is  a  dancer  for 
the  python  god,"  Barbara  says. 

"As  a  child  she  was  surren¬ 
dered  by  her  family  to  the 
sacred  position,  to  represent  the 
family  to  the  god,  to  perform 
the  ritualistic  sacrifices  for  the 
Voodoo  priest,  and  to  allow  the 
spirit  of  the  python  to  come 
upon  her. 

"Her  hands  are  rough  from 
working  in  her  husband's 
pineapple  fields. 

"Her  clothes  are  a  sun- 
bleached  variety  of  brightly  col¬ 
ored  African  cloths. 

"Her  hair  is  twisted  into  lit¬ 
tle  spikes  with  black  plastic 
thread,  covered  with  a  piece  of 
cloth  wound  loosely  around 
her  head,"  she  said. 


Barbara  tells  Marissino  that 
love  comes  from  Jesus.  Marissino 
is  afraid  to  profess  Jesus,  believ¬ 
ing  death  might  come  to  her 
family  if  she  abandons  her  tradi¬ 
tional  animistic  religion. 

Even  though  Marissino 
believes  Barbara's  prayers  to 
Jesus  healed  her  of  malaria,  she 
still  hovers  in  the  darkness, 
afraid  to  accept  the  Light  of  the 
world. 

When  God  called  the 
Singermans  to  Benin,  he  used 
the  words  of  Acts  26:18^  to 
describe  their  assignment. 

"At  that  time,  they  recall, 
"we  had  no  idea  of  the  spiritual 
darkness  of  Benin.  It  is  incredi¬ 
ble.  Idols  abound.  Some  of  the 
idols  receive  their  power  from 
those  who  were  buried  alive  at 
their  bases. 

"Satan  worship,  although 
called  Voodoo,  freely  abounds. 
Goats  and  chickens  are  sacri¬ 
ficed  to  the  hunger  of  the  gods. 

"There  can  be  no  greater 
spiritual  darkness  than  not 
even  having  heard  of  the  One 
who  can  set  you  free  from  slav¬ 
ery  to  fear  and  certain  death." 

An  American  ophthalmolo¬ 
gist  volunteering  among  the 
Ayizo  discovered  many  of  their 
retinas  were  burned,  resulting 
in  tunnel  vision.  "What  have 
you  done  to  your  eyes?"  he 
asked  them. 


"In  worship,"  they 
explained,  "we  stand  and  stare 
at  the  sun."- 

Many  Ayizo  eagerly 
embrace  Christ.  Jeff  says,  ?'The 
only  thing  you  need  to"  do  to 
win  the  Ayizo  to  Christ  is  to 
walk  out  your  front  door!" 

Whenever  they  walk  into  a 
village,  the  Singermans  draw  a 
crowd.  Prayerwalkers  from  the 
US  have  helped  them  reach 
many  Ayizo,  as  have  volunteer 
medical  teams. 

Earlier  this  year,  43  churches 
and  preaching  points  were 
offering  Light  to  tneAyjzo,  and 
100  people  awaited  baptism. 

In  1999,  145  were  baptized 
—  nearly  three  times  as  many 
as  three  years  earlier. 

Their  language  has  never 
been  written, but  the  Ayizo  can 
understand  the  New  Testament 
in  a  sister  language,  Fon. 

Barbara  has  developed  a 
method  of  teaching  literacy 
using  Scripture  as  a  tool. 
Many  are  learning  to  read  and 
the  method  is  spreading 
among  those  who  work  with 
the  Ayizo. 

Recently  an  old  man  asked 
Jeff,  "We  know  there  is  a  God. 
We  know  he  has  a  plan  for  our 
lives.  We  just  don't 
know  who  he  is. 

"Can  you  help  us?" 
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Family  Bible  Study 

New  beginning 

Luke  1:5-9, 11-17,  57-60 


Sharon  Neff 


Have  you  ever  felt  insignifi¬ 
cant  in  God's  plan?  Have  you 
ever  wondered  if  the  things 
you  did  to  further  the  Kingdom 
really  mattered?  Have  you  ever 
wished  that  God  would  use 
you  in  a  really  big  way  to 
accomplish  his  purposes? 

If  we  are  honest,  many  of  us 
would  have  to  admit  that  at 
some  time  or  another,  we've 
had  feelings  and  questions  like 
this.  We  might  feel  that  our 
spiritual  gifts  are  small  and  that 
any  contributions  we  make  to 
God's  Kingdom  are  hardly 
worth  mentioning.  Yet  most  of 
the  time  we  keep  trudging 
along,  doing  what  we  can. 

Zechariah  and  Elizabeth 
could  have  had  similar  feelings. 


At  first  glance 
Zechariah  might  seem 
to  have  been  a  promi¬ 
nent  man  because  he  Ne 
was  a  priest.  However, 
scholars  tell  us  that  there  were 
about  20,000  priests  at  this 
time,  most  serving  one  week, 
twice  a  year  at  the  Temple. 

Zechariah  was  considered  a 
"rustic"  priest  because  he  did 
not  live  in  one  of  the  priest-cen¬ 
ters  of  Jerusalem  or  Jericho  and 
was  not  "learned"  in  the 
^abinnical  sense.  Zechariah 
would  be  more  like  a  faithful 
country  preacher  as  compared 
to  the  pastor  of  a  big  city  church. 

Elizabeth,  while  the  wife  of  a 
priest  and  a  descendant  of 
Aaron,  may  have  felt  insignifi¬ 
cant  and  disgraced  because  she 
had  no  children.  In  a  culture 


Explore  the  Bible 

Consistent  witnessing 

Acts  16:9-15,  25-33 


Lee  Yancey 


Witnessing  is  a  privilege 
guaranteed  to  every  Christian. 
Regardless,  of  age,  sex,  or  race 
we  are  all  commissioned  to 
share  the  good  news  that  Jesus 
Christ  paid  the  price  for  our 
sins  and  offers  us  new  abun¬ 
dant  life  in  him. 

An  excellent  example  of  con¬ 
sistent  witnessing  is  found  in 
the  life  of  Paul.  On  his  second 
missionary  journey,  Paul 
received  a  call  to  go  to 
Macedonia.  His  faithfulness  to 
follow  God's  leadership  result¬ 
ed  in  the  conversions  of  Lydia, 
a  Philippian  jailer,  and  their 
households.  No  matter  how 
difficult  the  circumstances, 
Paul  was  faithful  to  share  the 
good  news. 

By  studying  the  example  of 
Paul,  we  can  learn  to  make  the 
most  of  every  witnessing  oppor¬ 
tunity  in  spite  of  difficulties. 

Respond  to  God's  leadership 
(16:9-10).  As  Paul  and  his  com¬ 
panions  (Silas,  Timothy,  Luke, 


and  others)  were  mak¬ 
ing  their  wav  through 
Asia  Minor,  he  wanted 
to  preach  the  Gospel  in  Yancey 
the  province  of  Asia  but 
1  was  prevented  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
(v.  6).  When  they  came  to  tne  bor¬ 
der  of  Mysia,  tney  tried  to  enter 
Bithynia,  but  the  Spirit  of  Jesus 
would  not  permit  them  (v.  7). 

Later  Paul  had  a  vision  of  a 
man  of  Macedonia  standing 
and  begging  him  to  "Come 
over  to  Macedonia  and  help 
us."  Paul  and  his  companions 
packed  immediately,  conclud¬ 
ing  that  God  had  called  them  to 
preach  in  Macedonia.  Their 
faithful  obedience  resulted  in 
God  accomplishing  his  work  in 
Macedonia. 

Just  as  the  missionary  team 
urgently  prepared  to  go  to 
Macedonia  once  Paul  received 
the  vision,  believers  today 
should  respond  immediately 
when  God  presents  a  witness¬ 
ing  opportunity. 

Respond  to  personal  invita¬ 
tion  (16:11-15).  Setting  sail  from 


tion  (16:11-15). 


ig  sail  from 


where  barrenness  was 
often  seen  as  a  curse  from 
God  or  judgment  for  sins, 
Elizabeth  lived  "blame¬ 
lessly"  (v.  6)  yet  without 
children  as  she  and 
Zechariah  became  "well 
along  in  years"  (v.  7). 

Elizabeth  and 

Zechariah,  seemingly 
f  insignificant  Jews/livea  a 
life  Faithful  to  God  despite 
their  circumstances.  They  looked 
with  hope  toward  the  redemp¬ 
tion  he  had  promised.  Tne 
important  word  here  is  "faith¬ 
ful,"  for  God  was  about  to 
reward  their  faithfulness  and 
give  them  very  important  roles  in 
nis  plan  of  redemption. 

Luke  tells  us  that  while 
Zechariah  was  performing  his 
priestly  duties  of  burning 
incense  in  the  Holy  Place,  the 
angfcl  Gabriel  appeared  to  him 
ana  told  him  that  he  and 
Elizabeth  would  have  a  son. 

Gabriel  further  stated  that 
his  name  would  be  John  and  he 
would  "go  before  the  Lord,  in 


Troas,  the  missionary 
team  traveled  to  Philippi 
via  Samothrace  and 
Neapolis.  After  sailing 
two  or  three  days,  the 
team  stayed  several 
days  in  Philippi,  a 
Roman  colony  and  the 
leading  city  of  that  area 
of  Macedonia  (northern 
Greece  today), 
y  On  the  Sabbath,  they 

went  outside  the  city  to 
find  a  place  of  prayer.  The  city 
of  Philippi  prohibited  unrecog¬ 
nized  religions  so  the  Jews  had 
to  meet  outside  the  city.  Several 
women  were  gathered  for 
prayer  and  Paul  began  to  tell 
them  about  Jesus.  One  of  the 
women,  Lydia,  a  dealer  in  pur¬ 
ple  cloth  from  the  city  of 
Thyratira,  believed  in  the  Lord 
as  a  result  of  their  message. 

Even  as  Paul  issued  an  invi¬ 
tation  for  Lydia  and  her  friends 
to  accept  Christ,  Lydia  issued 
an  invitation  for  Paul  and  his 
companions  to  make  her  home 
a  gathering  place  for  believers. 
This  is  the  first  incident  in  Acts 
where  a  household  was  bap¬ 
tized.  Only  those  who  received 
the  Gospel  were  baptized, 
exclusive  of  infants  who  were 
not  yet  ready.  Even  as  Paul  wit¬ 
nessed  to  tne  women  outside 
Philippi,  we  are  to  witness  as 


the  spirit  of  Elijah  to  make 
ready  a  people  prepared  for  the 
Lora"  (v.  17).  This  is  a  reference 
to  the  prophet  Malachi,  who 
said  that  before  the  "day  of  the 
Lord"  God  would  send  Elijah  to 
prepare  the  way  (Malachi  4:5-6). 

God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom 
and  graciousness,  knew  that  we 
humans  would  need  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  arrival  of  his  Son 
and  the  redemption  he  offered. 

John's  ministry  would  point 
to  Jesus  and  get  people  ready  for 
his  coming  on  the  scene.  What 
wonderful  news  this  must  have 
been!  Not  only  a  son  in  their  old 
age,  but  a  son  with  the  mission 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Jesus  the  Messiah. 

Overwhelmed,  Zechariah 
questioned  the  angel  and  as  a 
result,  lost  the  ability  to  speak. 
Sure  enough,  Elizabeth  became 
pregnant  and  gave  birth  to  a 
son,  just  as  Gabriel  foretold. 

At  the  time  of  the  baby's  dr- 
cumdsion  and  naming,  Elizabeth 
said  his  name  should  be  John. 
When  the  puzzled  relatives  and 


we  develop  new  relationships 
with  others. 

Respond  in  a  crisis  (16:25- 
33).  Paul  was  a  pro  when  it 
came  to  making  me  best  of  a 
bad  situation.  After  being 
stripped,  beaten,  and  severely 
flogged,  Paul  and  Silas  were 
thrown  into  prison  for  their 
religious  teaching  in  Philippi. 

The  straw  that  broke  the 
camel's  back  was  when  Paul 
commanded  an  evil  spirit  to 
■  come  out  of  a  girl  who  had  been 
following  ana  harassing  them. 
Several  men  had  been  using  the 
girl's  fortune-telling  ability  to 
make  money  and  once  they 
realized  she  could  no  longer  tell 
the  future,  they  became 
incensed  with  Paul  and  Silas. 

So  it  was  that  Paul  and  Silas 
were  beaten  and  thrown  in  jail 
in  an  inner  cell  with  their  feet  in 
stocks.  About  midnight,  the 
duo  began  singing  hymns  to 
God  while  the  other  prisoners 
listened  intently  to  the  concert. 

Suddenly,  there  was  a  vio¬ 
lent  earthquake.  The  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  prison  were  shaken, 
all  the  doors  were  thrown  open, 
and  all  the  chains  became  loose. 
With  all  the  commotion,  the 
jailer  woke  up  and  seeing  the 
prison  doors  open  determined 
to  kill  himself. 

In  the  nick  of  time,  Paul 


neighbors  questioned  Zechariah, 
he  confirmed  the  choice  by  writ¬ 
ing,  "His  name  is  John"  (v.  63) 
and  immediately  Zechariah 
regained  the  ability  to  speak. 

What  did  God  want  from 
Zechariah  and  Elizabeth?  Their 
faithful  service  and  availability 
to  be  used  by  him  in  his  time 
and  for  his  purposes,  despite 
any  feelings  of  insignificance  or 
lack  of  purpose. 

What  did  God  want  from 
John?  His  faithful  obedience 
and  willingness  to  take  a  sec¬ 
ondary  role,  to  be  "second  fid¬ 
dle"  if  you  will,  in  his  great 
plan  of  redemption. 

What  does  God  want  from 
you  and  me?  Could  it  be  that  in 
the  midst  of  our  struggling  and 
doubts,  God  wants  tne  same 
thing  from  us?  Could  it  be  that 
he  calls  us  to  simply  be  faithful, 
available,  and  willing  to  be 
used  in  whatever  role  he  sees  fit 
in  order  to  fulfill  his  plan? 

What  will  your  answer  be? 

Neff  is  a '  member  of  First 
Church,  Greenville. 


assured  the  jailer  that  all  pris¬ 
oners  were  present  and 
accounted  for  and  that  taking 
his  life  was  unnecessary.  The 
jailer,  visibly  shaken,  fell  Before 
Paul  and  Silas  and  asked,  "Sirs, 
what  must  I  do  to  be  saved?" 

Whether  his  question  was  a 
physical  or  spiritual  one  we 
don't  know.  However  we  do 
know  that  Paul  gave  him  a  spir¬ 
itual  answer:  '^Believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  and  you  will  be  saved 
—  you  and  your  household." 

This  statement  in  verse  31 
is  the  most  simple  yet  pro¬ 
found  response  that  can  be 
given  to  those  seeking  salva¬ 
tion.  Evidence  of  the  jailer's 
conversion  is  found  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  verses.  The  jailer  took 
them  and  washed  their 
wounds  and  then  he  and  his 
family  were  baptized. 

He  then  brought  them  to  his 
own  house  ana  set  a  meal 
before  them.  He  was  filled  with 
joy  because  he  had  come  to 
Believe  in  God  —  he  and  his 
whole  family  (v.  34). 

As  Paul  and  Silas  witnessed 
consistently  and  expressed 
their  joy  by  singing  hymns  in 
prison,  we  can  witness  despite 
our  circumstances. 

Yancey  is  consultant  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission. 


to  reach  Isaan  people 


Missionaries 


BANGKOK,  Thailand  (BP)  — 
Singing.  Laughter.  Jokes  as  they 
wont-  The  most  hilarious  revel¬ 
ers  during  the  Thai  New  Year 
celebration.  Poverty.  Constantly 
moving  to  find  work.  Despair. 
Hard,  monotonous  jobs. 

These  two  extremes  reflect 
one  people:  the  20  million  Isaan 
of  northeastern  Thailand,  a 
people  group  lost  in  spiritual 
darkness. 

Monks  chant  repeatedly  at 
Isaan  funerals:  "Tnere  is  no 
hope,  only  suffering  ...  Dead, 
never  to  arise." 

However,  four  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  couples  and 
a  few  nationals  are  working  to 
bring  the  light  of  Jesus  to  the 


their  lives  as  well,"  Caldwell 
reports. 

Helen  Caldwell  describes 
Phun,  a  typical  30-something 
Isaan  man  with  a  wife,  children, 
and  a  decent  job.  Though  he 
loved  his  family,  he  had  visited 
prostitutes  —  an  Isaan  custom. 

Then  the  dreaded  news 
came.  He  is  HIV  positive. 
Phun's  family,  employers,  and 
village  deserted  him. 

He  moved  into  a  Buddhist 
home  for  AIDS  victims  and 
became  deeply  depressed. 

A  believer  persistently  visit¬ 
ed  Phun  in  nis  tiny,  stifling 
room,  which  he  rarely  left.  As 
he  got  weaker  and  sicker,  she 
offered  to  help,  and  he  let  her 
feed  him  a  dessert. 

"Aren't  you  afraid  of  getting 
AIDS,  feedmg  me  like  this?"  he 
asked.  "Oh,  Phun,  I  am  not 
worried  about  getting  AIDS," 
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Isaan.  - 

Buddhism  teaches  the  Isaan 
that  good  works  and  countless  ^ 

reincarnations  will  release  |PpP?t  \  / 

them  from  this  world's  suffer-  »■“*  / 
ing,  says  missionary  Mark  ' 

Caldwell. 

Animism  leads  them  to  BRINGING  LIC 
make  offerings  to  spirits  for  and  a  few  nationa 
protection  from  evil  or  in  grati-  of  northeastern  Th 
tude  for  blessing.  has  been  very  slo\ 

The  Isaan  region  is  the  poor-  - 

est  in  Thailand.  Historically,  the  help  meet  empl 
Isaan  are  poor  rice  farmers,  but  through  a  minis 
in  the  last  two  decades  many  Thai  Country  Tri 
have  migrated  to  Bangkok  ana  Local  hander 
other  cities  for  work.  village  women  i 

The  migration  of  Isaan  youth  seas.  The  mini 
means  many  are  absorbed  into  income  and  an  o 
the  vices  of  the  city.  Desperate  the  women  to  h 
at  not  finding  work  and  failing  from  co-workers, 
to  meet  their  parents'  expecta-  Mobile  medic 
tions,  they  are  vulnerable.  vide  opportunity 

The  Caldwells  and  their  mis-  government  autl 
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Cfue:Y^M 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Daniel  Six:  Four. 


ra.  (BP)  —  She  knows  Many  Jews  are  secularists.  They  see  Returning  home,  she  maintained  contact 
em  Lights  from  her  humans  as  basically  good,  able  to  reach  with  fellow  travelers  and  met  other  Jews 
far  nortnem  state.  More  heaven  by  good  works.  Material  wealth  is  through  them. 

importantly,  she  knows  their  focus  She  finds  Jews  to  be  suspicious,  fearful, 

Jesus,  whom  God  sent  Many  don't  believe  in  God;  many  think  and  incorrectly  taught  about  Christianity, 
as  Light  of  the  world.  he  simply  is  an  abstract  force.  Continuity  of  She  patiently  shows  interest  and  "respect 

Ruth  Johnson  (not  cultural  heritage  supersedes  faith  in  God.  for  them  as  the  older  brother  that  Judaism 
her  real  name)  left  the  Jews  generally  expect  to  marry  Jews  and  is  to  us." 

great  north  to  live  in  the  have  children.  Abe  (not  his  real  name)  is  an  Orthodox 

great  south  —  around  "If  we  remember  that  two-thirds  of  the  Jew  whom  Ruth  approached  about  devel- 
tne  equator  and  below.  Jews  of  Europe  were  destroyed  in  the  oping  a  project  with  her.  She  was  sur- 
Her  motive  is  clear:  she  Holocaust  then  we  can  understand  why  it  prised  to  learn  that  he  was  not  rigid  about 
wants  Jews  there  to  is  important  for  Jews  to  marry  and  have  Jewish  beliefs. 

know  their  promised  children,"  Ruth  says.  "It  is  important  to  They  scheduled  discussions  which 
Messiah  has  come,  and  these  Jews  to  not  marry  outside  tneir  faith."  Abe  had  to  cancel  due  to  injuries  from  an 
his  name  is  Jesus.  Ruth  sees  wide  variance  in  the  ways  accident. 

Growing  up,  Ruth  Jews  keep  religious  laws.  Many  Jews  do  When  they  did  meet,  Ruth  told  Abe 
knew  no  Jews.  In  college,  not  relate  to  Judaism  as  a  religion  but  feel  a  she  had  asked  her  prayer  chain  to  pray 
she  read  novels  based  on  strong  identity  with  their  Jewish  heritage.  for  his  recovery.  He  smiled  hugely  ana 
Jewish  history.  God  "For  others,  if  you  take  religion  out  of  thanked  her. 

began  shining  nis  light  Judaism  you  really  have  nothing  left  at  "I  could  see  that  really  meant  a  lot  to 
into  her  life  regarding  all,"  Ruth  explains.  "I  have  heard  over  and  him.  I  am  not  sure  what  God  is  doing  in 
Jews.  Ruth  read  more.  over  again  that  according  to  Judaism  what  Abe's  life  but  I  do  believe  he  is  at  work." 

She  met  others  inter-  you  believe  is  not  nearly  as  important  as  Ruth  prays  fervently  for  Jews  to  know 
ested  in  Jewish  people  what  you  do.  Jesus. 

and  Israel.  While  tour-  "In  other  words,  a  person  can  believe  "The  Jewish  people  are  firmly  con¬ 
ing  Israel,  she  discov-  that  the  world  is  created  by  aliens  and  wor-  vinced  that  if  they  faithfully  keep  all  of  the 
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